
 
     

 

19 April 2018 
 
Aboriginal Land Commissioner 
Office of the Aboriginal Land Commissioner 
GPO 9932 
Darwin NT 0801    

Attn: The Hon John Mansfield AM QC 
 
By email:  AboriginalLandCommissioner@network.pmc.gov.au 
      elena.zola@network.pmc.gov.au 
 
Dear Commissioner Mansfield 
 
Re:  Invitation to participate: Review of detriment issues – Lower Roper River Land Claim No. 70, Upper Roper 

River Land Claims comprising: Mataranka Area (NT Portion 916) Land Claim No. 129; Western Roper River 
(Bed and Banks) Land Claim No. 141; Roper Valley Area Land Claim No. 164 and Elsey Region Land Claim No. 
245 

 
Thank you for your letter of 17 April 2018 inviting the Northern Territory Cattlemen's Association (NTCA) to participate 
in a review of detriment issues for Lower Roper River Land Claim No. 70 as contained in the Aboriginal Land 
Commissioner's Report of March 2003, and the Upper Roper River Land Claims comprising: Mataranka Area (NT 
Portion 916) Land Claim No. 129; Western Roper River (Bed and Banks) Land Claim No. 141; Roper Valley Area Land 
Claim No. 164 and Elsey Region Land Claim No. 245 as contained in the Aboriginal Land Commissioner's Report of April 
2004. While multiple land claims are at issue here, I will simply refer to them as the singular "Land Claim".  
 
While my comments are in the context of this Land Claim, I will be providing comments applicable to the detriment 
that accrues to all pastoralists whose land abuts land claimed under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) 
Act 1976 (Cth). The general subject matter of my comments is noted in the Detriment section below.  More detail will 
be provided by 29 May 2018 as provided for in your invitation to participate 
 
Status 
 
NTCA is the peak primary industry body in the Northern Territory, representing over 90% of the Territory's pastoral 
industry, from small family pastoral holdings and indigenous enterprises to large corporate entities. Pastoralists have 
stewardship of over 700,000 km2 of land in the Northern Territory, and cattle contribute over $1 billion annually to 
the Territory's economy. 
 
NTCA works with its members and industry stakeholders in strategically addressing issues of importance to the 
pastoral sector, including market security, environmental sustainability, and investment in youth and indigenous 
training and employment. 
 
Intervening factors 
 
No negotiations or agreement on detriment. There are no active or ongoing negotiations between NTCA and the 
relevant Land Council since regarding amelioration of detriment to pastoral lease holders should this, or any, land 
claim be granted. 
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Detriment 
 
Several pastoral leaseholders are impacted by the Land Claim. It is my understanding that at least one pastoralist 
affected by the Land Claim will be participating in the detriment review and speak to the detriments that he or she 
will suffer if the Land Claim is granted. As the peak body for pastoral interests, NTCA will thus speak to more industry-
wide detriments that would accrue from the grant of an abutting land claim. These may include, but are not limited 
to: 
 
Cumulative detriment/effect on patterns of land use in the region.  The grant of the Land Claim will have potentially 
serious detrimental impacts on attempts to increase pastoral diversification. 
 
Investor confidence and security. The grant of the Land Claim will have a negative impact and on investor confidence 
and security in the pastoral sector. 
 
Likelihood of reaching reasonable and just accommodation.  Access to the Roper River, and any other river subject to 
a land claim, is critical to the livelihood of pastoralists. It should not be assumed that reasonable and just 
accommodations can be reached with the relevant land council regarding pastoralist access to those rivers. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Burke 
Chief Executive Officer 
NT Cattlemen’s Association 
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