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Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs 

PARLIAMENT HOUSE 

CANBERRA A.C.T. 2600 

Mr Norman Fry

Chief Executive Officer 
Northern Land Council 
PO Box 42921 
CASUARINA NT 0811 

' 
'�6JUL210D' 

I refer to your letter of 23 June 1999 concerning the grant of Area 4 of the Mataranka 
Land Claim (Urapunga Stock Route) (' Area 4 ') and have noted the submission of the 
Northern Land Council. I also refer to my letter in reply of30 August 1999. 

After carefully considering your letter and submissions from the Attorney-General for 
the Northern Territory and from Mr Joe Tapp, the leaseholder of one of the adjoining 
properties, I propose the following procedure for concluding the matter: 

(a) that the NLC, in consultation with the affected parties including the
traditional Aboriginal owners and the adjoining pastoral lease owners,
prepare a draft lease or licence agreement including the terms and conditions
on which the traditional Aboriginal owners are prepared to allow the
adjoining property owners continuing access to the land;

(b) that ifit was not possible for the representatives of the pastoral lease owners
and the NLC to meet, consultation would be taken to have occurred if the
NLC:
(i) provides the pastoral lease holders with a written copy of a draft lease

or licence or any agreed changes to such a document;
(ii) allows the pastoral lease holders 21 days to comment on the document

or agreed or proposed changes; and
(iii) genuinely considers the suggestions of the pastoral lease holders.

It is anticipated that this process would involve exchanges of 
correspondence until the NLC and pastoralists had reached a final position. 

( c) that the NLC enter into a section 11 A agreement or agreements with any of
the pastoral lessees who are able to agree on the terms and conditions for
their continuing access to the land and that the subject land be granted;

(d) in relation to land where there is no agreement, that:
(i) if I am of the view that the agreement offered by the NLC is

unreasonable, that I will make a decision not to grant the relevant land;
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28thNovember 1996 

William Tapp 
U11nei;on1e Dove 
�() . 654
Katherine NT 0851 

Dear William, 

Northern Land Council 
Address all correspondence to: 
CHAIRMAN 
P0Box42921 
CASUARINA NT 0811 

9 Rowling Street, Casuarlna NT 0810 
Phone: (08) 8920 5100 

Fax: (08) 8945 2633 
Free Call: 1800 645 299 

Our Ref: 85/404 
Your Ref: 

RE : Mataranka Area Land Claim (Area No. 4) 

l'advise that a meeting of senior representatives of the claimants and traditional Aboriginal 
· ·•· 9\\!llers of the remaining portion of the Mataranka Area Land Claim was held on

'W'el.lnesday, 20th November 1996.

· I note that the Survey Plan of the land claim area has yet to be finally approved but that
' .ippmvalis expected shortly. The level of survey of the area required has held up

�t�s on the present claim area. It needs to be clarified that regardless of the location of the 
;liui!l claim area, sacred sites are protected by the provisions of the Northern Territory

i'st,cred Sites Act, something of which you are probably already aware. 

'l'l11fclaimants and traditional Aboriginal owners of the land under claim considered the 
'.�lternative area discussed by you with Mr David Kimpton and Mr Tom Kerwin on the 22nd 

!'\ .;.()ctpber 1996. During the discussion it was apparent that the main concern of the claimants 
· .lllld traditional Aboriginal owners is again sacred site protection. This concern prevailed

· pyer concern for access to the river which, I admit, I had expected would have been the 
primary consideration. 

In exchange for the land presently under claim which has a contiguous boundary with land 
in which you hold an interest, the claimants and traditional Aboriginal owners identified an 

>c 
arirareferred to as "Y arrin" which is located near sites of significance. This area was the

· · ....... �bject of discussion in the past and has actually been surveyed. I have highlighted the 

ilo<;' 

..,/&llB!) 
P0Box18 

JablruNT0888 
Ph: (08) 8979 2410 
Fax: (08) 8979 2650 

KATHERINE 
POBox396 

Ka1herine NT 0851 
Ph: (08) 8972 2894 
Fax: (08) 8972 2190 

NGUKURR 
PMB85 

via Katherine NT 0851 
Ph : (08) 8975 4755 
Fax: (08) 8975 4601 

NHUUJNBUY 
POBox820 

Nhulunbuy NT 0881 
Ph : (08) 8987 2602 
Fax: (08) 89871334 

TENNANT CREEK 
P0Box55 

-CTeskNT0861
Ph: (08) 8982 2904
Fax: (08) 8982 1084 

TIMBER CREEK 
43Wllson­

vlaKalherineNT0850 
Ph: (08) 8975 0789 
Fax: (08) 8975 0864 
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TEL No. 14 Apr 94 11:30 No.007 P.01 

• 
Lb��

14 April, 1994 

Tony Roberta 
Land Heritage and Environment 
Central Office 

By fax: (06) 28S 2064 

Roper Valley Land Claim 

l rerer to recent negotiations between this office, the Northern Land Council, and the lessees of
Roper Valley Station.

In response to your request, this office undertook to arrange the Australian Valuation Office to 
assess the nett costs ofrelocating the homestead facilities on Roper Valley Station away from 
sacred sites, in association with the exchange of titles of various land parcels on the station, and 
the dropping of the Stock Route land claim. 

Jn addition, the Northern Land Council consulted with the traditional owners of both Brigung 
Community living Area, and the Urapunga Stock Route which crosses Roper Valley Station, to 
detennine their wishes in respect of the Living Area and.the Stock Route. 

I am now able to advise the following: 

l. The AYO asses!lfflent of the nett cost of the relocation (including consideration of the
proposed land exchanges) is of the order of$250,000 • $400,000 inclusive, for the purposes
of negotiating.

2. The traditional owners have advised NLC that they do not wish to give up title to the
Brigung area, nor are they prepared to relinquish their claim to the Urapunga Stock Route in
exchange for the homestead block.

3, Representative of the lessees (Ben Tapp) has provided a written rejection of the proposal if 
the cash settlement is not more than $400,000, and has indicated verbally that the price 
sought is in the order of$800,000. $1,000,000. 

4. Ben Tapp has agreed that the proposal could be amended (and re-priced) so that the
relocated homestead facilities were not on Brigung, and the owners ofBrigung could keep
title to the area.

ABOKIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER COMMISSION 

P.O. BOX 40670, CASUARINA N.T 0811 
Hldg 'J., 13 SCATURCHIO STRUT, CASUARINA NJ. 0810 

l'f.L: (089) 445566 fAX: (0tl9) 4455� 
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